CT-guided stereotactic biopsy of intracranial lesions: correlation between core biopsy and aspiration smear.
Computerized tomography (CT)-guided stereotactic biopsies of intracranial lesions in 29 patients were analyzed, paying particular attention to the correlation between core biopsies and aspiration smears. Seven percent were nondiagnostic due to sampling error. Discrepancies occurred between core biopsies and aspiration smears in 10% of the cases. In two instances of such discrepancies, cytologic findings on the aspiration smear yielded the diagnosis of metastatic tumor. One patient, with herpetic encephalitis, was diagnosed by electron microscopic review of the core biopsy only. One patient died of an intraoperative hemorrhage, a complication of the fine-needle technique.